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several pounds in weight are present under the skin or between the layers of muscles. Many hemorrhages are seen on the heart, These may be as big as the head of a pin or as a finger-nail. The lungs, liver, spleen, and kidneys do not usually show noticeable changes,
When to suspect sweet-clover poisoning
If the herd is fed on sweet-clover hay at the t!me the sickness appears, this disease should be suspected. Lameness and swellings might confuse the owner, leading him to believe that blackleg was responsible, It would be well to call a veterinarian at this time to make sure of this point because a grave mistake would be made if the herd was not actually suffering from sweet-clover poisoning. Farmers who are familiar with blackleg from long experience should have no difficulty in distinguishing it from sweet-clover poisoning. The chief difference between blackleg and sweet-clover poisoning in the live sick animal is in the character of the swellings. The blackleg swelling crackles under pressure of the hand while the other does not. The sweet-clover swelling is doughy, filled with an accumulation of blood, and does not contain gas. A laboratory examination of the blackleg carcass would definitely identify that disease.
Examination of the sweet-clover hay would usually show molds. The ordinary observer would not be able to tell the injurious moldy hay from the harmless. If the hay is moldy, and unfortunately much of it is because sweet clover is difficult to cure on account of its large juicy stalk, it should be considered unfit for further use until it has been proved harmless. An animal sometimes is not visibly sick, but may bleed to death if castrated or dehorned at this particular time. When the early symptoms are first noticed, the hay should be removed and the animals supplied with some other safe hay. Samples of the hay may be sent to an agricultural college for testing.